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characteristically persuaded Claviere and Brissot, the
future Girondist, then living the precarious life of a
wandering journalist, to hand over to him the MS.
of a work they had written on the subject. He altered
a few details, breathed life into the whole, and astonished
Calonne by producing in eight days a book of over
300 pages. The shares of the Bank of St. Charles began
to fall; they had reached 800 livres, they stood before
long at 320. The minister for many reasons did not
wish that it should be known that he had instigated this
attack on the bank. A decree of the Council of State
suppressed the pamphlet as "written by one of those
individuals who have the audacity to discuss matters of
importance, although too ignorant to do so with any
profit to the public." Mirabeau thought himself
shabbily treated, but concealed his anger in the hope
of some lucrative public employment. In the meantime
he kept his name before the public by an onslaught on
the Water-works Company. After the publication of
Mirabeau's tract the shares of the Water-works fell
nearly 44 per cent. This, following on the rapid
depreciation of the shares of the Caisse d'JBscompte,
and of the Bank of St. Charles, produced a panic on the
Stock Exchange. Instead of the depreciation of other
securities causing the public funds to rise, they fell in
sympathy with the market. Calonne, himself a share-
holder, by the king's generosity, in the Water-works,
was easily persuaded that he had made a mistake in
encouraging the bears. He was very angry with
Mirabeau, who thought it prudent to follow the advice
of Talleyrand and to visit Berlin. He had for some
time meditated a book on the Prussian Monarchy, and